D YBARS FROM NOW.
in the window
A limo ghop 1 kmow,

CLAL "

“Will boys

'm boys and girls dressed as they
. _were

A hundred years ago.

And since 1 saw it, 1 have thought,
And keep on thinking how

'NIQ children, maybe, will be dréssed
A hundred years from now.

Will girls wear caps <r farthingales,
Or hoops in grand array?

Will they wear bows llke butterflies,
Just as ithey o teday?

wear jaclkets short, or tlo
Thelr halr In quenes? Just how

They'll really ok, I'd like to know--=
A hundred years. from now,

What do vou think the girls and boys
Wil eat in those far days?

Will they be fed on break’: st
In many soris of ways?

Wil all the god and tasly things
Bo worse for them than rlce?

Wil lece-cream sodn make them slck,
And everything that's nlce?

foodsn

Wil children's books have pletures
then,
Or just all reading be?
Perhapg they'll be hand-painted
Most beautiful to see,
But when I think of those
I truly don't how
They can he any prettler
A hundred years from now,

—8arah Noble-lves in 8t. Nicholas.

and

1 have,

see
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Their Mountain
Visitors

.-

g
By Franklin Weiles Calkins é
mmmsaseseswaca

Unly occasionally are families hon-
ored with such confidence—such ter-
vible confidence—by their visitors, os
were my friends, the Crawflords,'in
their mountain home near the Chl-
huahua boundary.

Stephen Crawford had owned a su-
gar plantation—bought after the war
~in southern Louisiana, where he liv-
ed until malarial fevers reduced him
to little more than a skelcton.

His physician ordered him to the
Southwest, and a brother who had
owned a cattleeranch near the Rlo
Grande was able to furnisu just the

domicile at just the altitude need- |
ed. His abandoned end robmy log
ranch, girt by chaparral-grown ar-

royos and backed by ledges of painted
rock, steod overlooking the Mexican
village of Oralbe.

Mr, Crawford's family
consisting of a grown
nice, two little girls,
and an old domestie, of
danese cextraction, known
Sliver,

Eunice, the housekeeper,
new quariterg spacious enough exccpt
for lack of bedroom. She managed
to overcome this difflculty, however,
by having two partitions put up in
a large bunk-room, and by furnishing
an outside storage-room, which
Joined and opened Into the bunk-room.
This became the bedroom for
little girls.

It had no window except a square
hole at the back, where the
had been sawed, well up toward the
gable, and through which It receiv-
ed some light and ventilation. Plan-
ning to have windows in this room
A8 soon as sash and lights could be
soecured, Eunice covered the opening
with, mpsquito-netting, wnich was
quite covering enough at any season
in that climate, The door from her
own apartment opened into that of
the children, and thus she was able
to keep thelr room alred.

Some months passed, and the frosty
of November came to the mountalns,
giving the nights and mornings a
ohill which Is felt by all outdoor crea-
tures i{n that latitude.

Thus it was that Bunice and her

was small,
daughter, Eu
and Poearl,
pure Su-

as Aunt

Essie

found her

64 ~ father had no particular surprise whey | #le, who oocupled the front of the

ad-

the |

logs |

| sembled

Eszle and Pearl complained that “Oid
Guy” bad come In st thelr window
and Insisted upon sleeping on thelr
bed.

Uld Guy was a deafl and superan-
nuated hound, A kennel had heen
'faf.hk.md cutside for him, since ho
had been a privileged member of
Lthe family. Asa the outer end of the
lttle girlg’ apartment abutted agnins'

pome high rocks, there was nothing
but the mosquito-bar to prevent his

Jumping into thelr room. And as the
| mosquito-netting was found to have
| been tern away, the gtory told by the
| children was confirmed,

A cold wind had blown all nighs,
lmal(‘;.g the house somewhat chilly
'xlmhlc, and the lHitle girls complained
| that Old Guy had scratchsd the bed-
| clothes off them to make a nest for
! hlmsvlf.

“Ard he jJammed his old cold nuw'
!xlght into my face,vY sald Essle, “and
| he lay on Pearl and mearly smovered
| Barp
| Mr. Crawford
imusln't plague

laughed. “0O'd Guy
my little girls that
way,” he sald. “You must call to
your sister; and, Eunice, keep your
Irldlng-wmp in your room, and If you
| catch the hound in there give him
few ocuts and drive him out, and
I e won't go in again,

That day the invalid, who
'rta«l. on the way to recovery,
’ to Oratbe;
|

'-’l

was al-
drove
but as the road was long
his stvength did not per-
retrvsn that

and u.u;,h.
mit him to
Fad planned
] lunice, e¢xpecting
bome, sat up unthl
night, in nr«l'l' to prepare a
supper for him upon his arrival.
busied horself writing letters in
room.
‘ At about eleven o'clock, as she sat
| writing, she heard a scratching sound
from the children's room, followed
by a muffled jar, as if some crea-
| ture had leaped upon the floor.
Fupice HNHstened In silence until
$ | she heard the voice of little Pearl
in a sleepy, whimpering complaint.
| “Foor dears!” thought the elder
| sister., “That old nuisance of a Guy
' really descrves to be punished for
 bothering them s0.” 8She rose soft-
ly and gct her rawhide ridiag-whip,
‘ntending, tendorshearted tlough
was, to flick the old Lkeand
enough to make. him remember.
She heard a repetition of the scratch-
| ing sounds, and again that muffled
| thud upon the floor, and in the same
instant, again the sleepy, half-
smothered wail of little Pearl. A
chill struck to her very heart as the
situation dawned upon her. There
were wild creatures of some sort in

“‘\r
nearly m'd-
warm

coeme

ner

harl

the room. Old Guy had not been on
thelr bed.
| Lynxes, mountain-lions and bears
{ were among the hills, and any of |
| them, coming In casily from the
. | rocks, might long have used that
| room for their lair! How careless,

t kow criminally careless she had been,
' to leave that opening unbarred!
! In the agony of self-condemnation,
| she did not stop ta consider that
1 2all dn the house had slept with wide-
open windows month after month,

While IEunice stood, uncertain
whether or not to go for her father's
gun and arouse Aunt Silver and Old
iy, a third smothered waill appealed
' to heér. She hesitated no longer, but
threw the door open and stepped in-
to the room.

She held her lamp above her head,
and the sight, no longer unexpected,
' which met her eyes was certainly hor-
rifying. Near the center of the room
stood a great, mettled beast, 18 head
ralsed, (ts blg eycs reflecting her
#gat, its fangs bared In a hiss of
surprise, which deepened immediate-
ly to a thunderous chest growl—un-
mistakably a deep mutter of warn-
ing against ghe Intruder.

Then, even more terrifylng sight,
upon the children's bed another crea-
ture of the same sort uprea it-
| #elf. Half-roused end reclining upon
| its haunohes, this one gave vent to
'a eeries of gruflf outerles which re-
the coughing grunts of a

sea-lion, >
Greatly to the wrelief of Eunlce, Es-

-

night, as he |

father t¢ |

She |

she I

'bea, now leaped out and seydded
from the room. ‘But little Pearl, nh
der her quilts, was held by one fore
paw of the beast upon her bed, and
the peor innocent walled in pltecus
affright

In the instant that she stod, trans-
fixed with terror and Irresolute, Eu
ndee recognlized that these big, mot-
tled cats were Mexiran tigers, or
j:l’z;mrﬁ. The had withbut
doubt had the!lr winter lalr in the
long-vacant and easily accessihle
gtorage-rocm, and the ch!ll nights had
driven them back to it. Thelr nats
ural prey was abundant in the moun-
| talng, and there had been no ncen-
| tive to attack the sleeping children,

But now they had been angered,
and Eunlee daroed not for an instant
leave the eryingz child to thelir mercy.
She knew that mest wild animals
are fearful of fire, and she trusted
much to the lamp In her hand te
keep the jJaguars at bay.

“Stop crying, Pearl,” she command-
' ed, sternly, “and sister will drive that
old dog away!”

Holding her lamp to the front and
with whip drawn to strike, ghe ap-
| proached the beast upon the bed. Her
| caution might have been greater had
she known what Mexicans could have
told her, that the faguar i3z frequent-
ly fascinated by a moving light, and
| will as cften follow one as retreat
jfmm it.
| The animal
its position as

beastis

did not indced chango
she drew nearer,
| rather inereased the violence of its
| grunting roars. Its great red maw
( and formidable fangs would certain-
| ly have frightened away a less reso-
lute girl,

As che came up to the bed, Eunice
set her teeth and struck the jaguar
| & viclous cut upon its jaws. The ani-
| mal, rearing with pain and anger,
shrank against the wall, but retreat
| ed no farther, and its fore paw still
‘)w'«i the little girl. All wild beasts
‘nf the flercer scrt are tenaclous of
footho!d in thelr lalrs,

Eunice now leancd
| plied her whip with the practised
hand of a horsewoman. Her stinging
cuts were almed at the animal's eyes.
Flesh and blecod could not long en-
dure such punishment, and presently,
with a horse whine, the jaguar leap-
| ed off the foot of the bhed.

forward and

‘ Eunice snatehed the erying child
'h‘om under its qullts and Dbacked
(@way to the door, bilding Pearl to
| run out behind her.

Despite her retreat, the Jjaguars
|wuu!c] now have leaped outside, but
|la new attack seemed to threaten
them. ' Thelr increasing uproar had
aroused Aunt Silver and the old
i hound. The negress had fled from

the house and climbed upon a moun-

tain cart, where ghe now stood,
shrieking incoherently. Just as En-
nice reached the door Guy thrust

his muzzle in at the opposite open-

ing. The hound stood with his hind
feet upon the rocks outside, and see-
ing the jaguars, gave tongue in a

deafening clamor.

The jaguars, beset on zll sides with
sirange creatures and stranger nolses,
apparently became as thomnghly
frighteged as before they had been
angry and formidable. Such instances
of thelr terror at a really slight
cause #re not infrequent in hunters’
annals. '

Eunice paused, fascinated, in the
doorway to watch the strange antles
of these jungle beasts. The jaguars
had thrown themselves upon the floor
in the center of the room, where,
bewildered by the bedlam of noises
and the light, they rolled apd writn-
ed and bounced, gpitting and snarling,

and apparentiy trying to face all
ways at once,
What with the walllngs of Aunt

Silver, the bellowing of the hound and
the eries of the children, who Imagin-
ed that Eunlce was being egten, there
was nolse enough to have thrown a
menagerie of wild beasts into terror
and confuslon.

Eunice watched the jaguars for
some seconds, noting their fear, and
debatire how best to get rid of them;
and then, with resolution taken, she
stepped back and closed the door upon
them. For a brief time she busied

but

Essfo
them safe

hemh’ tn qulou
then she locke with
peating carbine and returned.

&he drew a chalr to the door, ut
her lamp upon It, opened the door,
and pushed her light forward =0 as
to Hluminate most of the spm !!th-
in the storerocm.

the jagnars, but their snarling volces
thelr hiding-place. Doth,
by the howlings of the

Aunt’ Sllver, had taken
refuge under the hizh, old-fashioned
bed. where they lay flattened upon
{he floor, seeming to feel at lant to.
erably secure.

They hissed, gpat and growled oo
casionally,. but only In the warning,
familiar fashion of common cate.

lunice sat down upon the door-sill
to obtain steadiness of alm. One
Lead could be seen under the foot.
rail of the bed, and at this Eunice
fired, fortunately killing the jaguar
instantly.

Terrified by the shot, the wother
broke cover and leaped to a far cor-
ner of the room. Then, while the
hound bellowed encouragement, the
brave girl aimed and fired at the
bouneing, snarling beast until the
smoke of her carbine filled the room.

Then she beat a hasty retreat and
locked her door upon the danger, Not
vntil she heard toothless Old Guy
worrying at the carcasses of the
jaguars did she realize that victory
wag hers.

Mr. Crawford

indicated
intimidated
hcund and

was a proud father
when he returned from Oraibe. The
sking of the jaguars—onc with six
bullet-hcles—are yet proudly exhibit-
ed at nis ranch in Preesidio County.
—Youth's Companion.

RUSSIAN VILLAGE FIRES.

Edict by Which a Governor Hoped
to End Loss of Life and Property.

The present. is the season of vil-
lage conflagrationg which annually de-
stroy thousands of the peasants’
woaoden houses, and besides ruining
whole communities involve no small
losg of fire, -

Yiven the intense heat which ren-
ders the wooden hovels inflammable
as touch-wocd at the end of the sum-
mer. ard the inevitable custom of
every village that the ablebodied of
both sexes spend all the hours of
daylight in the fields gatherings in
the harvest, it would seem that noth-
ing can be done to put an end to
this terrible scourge.

Children and the helpless aged are
locked up or locked out, as the case
may be, for the entire day, and are
left to shift for themselves. If one
hovel takes fire nothing can save the
whole village. 'The zemstvos have
been fighting for a generation with
this danger by the rational method
of assisting peasants to roof their
hovels with iron instead of straw,
establish fire brigades, etc., but the
process is a slow one.

Much amusement is being caused
by an administrative attempt to deal
with the evil in the good old way.
The Governor of Poltava has issued
a flat that any peasaci waving chil-
dren without supervision. shall be
fined £30 (which is thrice the ave-
rage amount of annual taxation, col-
lected with so much dificulty from

an impoverished class!) or be Im-
prisoned for three months.
The “administrative order,” issyed

under the provisions of martial law,
Is typical of much that is being done
by incompetent provincial governors
without the sanction and too frequent-
ly without the knowledge of their
central organs of government, As 18
pointed out, if no fire vccurs not one
case in 10,000 of children being left
alone at home will ever come to light,
and In any case the harvest must be
garnered, ani can only be garnered
by every ablebodied man and woman
working sixteen and eighteen hours
a day in the flelds, which may be any-

away from their homes.—8t. Peters-
burg omvespondence London lt.l-
dard,

the sitting-room, got her father's re-

At first she could see notﬁlng of

thing from one mile tc ten miles

als




